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Among the book reviews one finds, of special interest to Texas 
readers, Professor Justin H. Smith's review of Professor Garri- 

son's first volume of the Diplomatic Correspondence of the Republic 

of Texas, which was recently published by the American Historical 
Association as Volume II, Part I, of its Report for 1907. Pro- 
fessor Smith says in part: "Texas was for a time the most critical 

diplomatic battlefield of Christendom. The publication of her cor- 
respondence has therefore been a historical desideratum of no 
little consequence, and one has great reason for thankfulness in 

taking up the first of the two volumes which are to present it, 
edited by a scholar better qualified than any one else for his task 
and put forth by the American Historical Association in excellent 
form. The contents of the volume are in general the correspond- 
ence with the United States down to the close of 1812; and among 
the subjects upon which light is thrown are the internal conditions 
of Texas, the character and purposes of her public men, her rela- 
tions with the government and the Federalists of Mexico, her 
southern and her northern boundary difficulties, her Indian troubles, 
the moral and the material assistance drawn from the United 
States, the Santa Fo expedition and its sequel, the question of pos- 
tal arrangements with the United States and fugitives from justice, 

American relations with Mexico and action in behalf of Texan in- 

dependence, the treaty of amity, navigation, and commerce with 
the country, political conditions here, the motives and aims of our 
statesmen, and-above all other subjects-the questions of recog- 
nition by this government and annexation to our Union." 

E. C. B. 

For the Liberty of Texas. By Edward Stratemeyer. Lathop, 
Lee & Shepard Co., Boston, 1909. 

This is a juvenile book written some ten years ago, and is the 
first of a series of three romantic stories known as the Mexican 
War Series, published by Dana Estes & Co., but now reissued by 
the Lathop, Lee & Shepard Co. The struggle of the Texans for 
freedom from Mexico forms the historical background. Two boys, 
Dan and Ralph Radbury, living with their father in "a typical 
frontier home in the heart of Texas, close to the Guadalupe River, 
and about ten miles from what was then the village of Gonzales," 
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are the youthful heroes of the many wild adventures, hairbreadth 
escapes, and thrilling rescues which go to make up the book. 

The historical material is of an elementary character and is ac- 
curate enough for the general purposes of fiction. It is touched 

up, of course, with the romantic colors so fascinating to young 
readers, and there is no question but that any healthy, normal lad 
of ten to fifteen years will become intensely interested in the narra- 
tive of the exciting personal adventures of these two boys of simi- 
lar ages. They had all the usual romantic adventures of thrilling 
fights with Indians, Mexicans, wild animals, marvelous escapes 
from hotly contested battles and fierce personal encounters, some- 
times through their own prowess and sometimes through that of 
their friends whose knowledge of secret passages and unblazed 
trails often stood them in good stead. The story of the fall of 
the Alamo and the account of the final victory of General Houston 
over Santa Anna at San Jacinto supply the subject-matter for the 
final chapters. 

The book is only fairly written so far as literary style goes, but 
the readers to whom Mr. Stratemeyer appeals ask for nothing more 
than a thrilling and engrossing tale full of red Indians and wild 
western life, and that they certainly have in this volume. 

L. W. P., JR. 

Stories of the Great West. By Theodore Roosevelt. The Cen- 
tury Co., New York, 1909. 

This book is made up of a collection of sketches written by Theo- 
dore Roosevelt and published heretofore in different books, but now 
brought together from various sources and put in a convenient 
volume for school libraries and juvenile collections. The matter 
is divided into two sections, stories from history and stories from 
personal adventure, all dealing with the development and life of 
the great West, or more specifically the great Northwest. The first 
of the historical group treats briefly of Daniel Boone and the found- 
ing of Kentucky. This is followed by a fuller expository section 
on "The Backwoodsmen of the Alleghanies," being a chapter from 
Mr. Roosevelt's famous larger work, The Winning of the West. 
Here the life of the pioneer is carefully studied and reproduced. 
The story of how George Rogers Clark conquered the Northwest 
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